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Special Article 


WHOLESALE PRICES IN OCTOBER 
BOARD OF TRADE INDEX NUMBER 


The following table shows the movement of wholesale prices in the last thirteen months in each of the eleven groups of commodities 
specified. It also shows the changes over the same period in prices of (a) industrial materials, classified according to stage of manu- 
facture, and (b) building materials. Ali the commodities included in (a) and (b) are also included in their appropriate commodity groups 


(V-XI). In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and resells it at a lower one (e.g. home- produced meat) the 
subsidised price is the one used for the index ; where different prices are charged according to the use to which the article is put (e.g. 
in the case of sugar and flcur) a weighted average of these is taken. 

Averages for the Year 1930 = 100 





1941 
Nov. 
163-7 


115-5 
166-2 


“Aug. 





Group 


Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. 





*175°9 
116-0 
173-9 


195-5 
116-0 
166-4 


173-7 
116-2 
166-5 


168-0 
116-0 
167-5 


Cereals ... 
Meat, fish and egg: | re 
Other food and tobacco 





Total—Food and tobacco 148-7 | 150-5 | 151-6 | 156-9 *154-9 





179-9 
182-7 
126-0 
143-6 
173-6 
128-2 
134-4 
171-9 


162-8 
181-7 
125-4 
144-0 
171-9 
127-6 
132-6 
172-1 


162-8 
181-7 
125-4 
142-9 
171-9 
127-0 
130-4 
172-2 


162-8 
181-7 
124-1 
142-4 
171-9 
126-5 
129-7 
172-6 


162:8 
181-4 
123-7 
142-1 
171-7 
127-9 
129-2 
172-8 


Coal 

Iron and steel 
Non-ferrous metals 
Cotton 

Wool sia 

Other textiles 
Chemicals and oils 
Miscellaneous 





Total—Industrial materials 
and manufactures 158-3 158-5 | 159-0 160 8 


155-2 


158-4 
155-9 





Totat—aAll articles 156-4 | 158-5 *159-0 





167-1 
1692 
153-4 


146-1 


- Industrial materials een acta — 
Basio materials ose os 
Intermediate products ove 
Manufactured articles... 


Building materials 


170-6 
167-8 
151-1 


170-5 
167-8 
150-7 


171-0 
167-5 
149-8 


141-1 


170-5 
167-7 
150-3 
141-8 | 141-9 | 142°6 


* Revised figures. 
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Wholesale prices in October, as measured by the Board of 
Trade index number, showed a rise of 0-6 per cent. compared 
with September ; food prices rose by 0-8 per cent. and those of 
industrial materials and manufactures by 0-4 per cent. The 
aggregate increases since the outbreak of war were: general 
index 63 per cent., food prices 72 per cent., and industrial 
materials and manufactures 59 per cent. 

The re-grouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 
ind manufactures (except fuel) are classified according to the 
stage of completion reached by the products concerned, showed 
. rise of 1-0 per cent. for basic materials and a small increase 
(0-2 per cent.) for both intermediate products and manufactured 
articles. Increases in comparison with August 1939 were: 
basic materials 79 per cent., intermediate products 64 per cent. 
and manufactured articles 42 per cent. Prices of building 
materials were 0-2 per cent. higher than in September, the 
increase since the outbreak of war being 42 per cent. 


Prick CHANGES IN Commopity GRoUPS 


The following table shows the number of items included in 
each of the groups of commodities distinguished in compiling 
the index number, and the percentage changes in each group 
comparing prices in October with those of a month and a year 
earlier; the index numbers for August 1939 are given to show 
the movement since the outbreak of war. 


eas | Increase ( +) 
| or Decrease 
(—) per cent. Index Numbers 

No. | in October (1930 = 100) 
Group of | 1942, com- 
items} pared with 


| Sept. | Oct. | Oct. | Sept. | Aug. 


| 1942 | 1941 | 1942 | 1942 1939 








I. Cereals 20 |+ 4-4/415-4] 185-6 177-7 | 84-0 


Il. Meat, fish and 

















eggs... | 20!)+4+ 0-6 + 07) 116-7 | 116-0] 84-3 
Iii. Other food and | 
tobacco es 28 |— 15) +4 1-5] 167-8 | 170-4 | 100-1 
Total—Food and | | 
tobacco sae 68 + OS!+ 5:2] 165-4 | 164-1 | 90-4 
IV. Coai cis ae Tt ie 10°8| 179-9 | 179-9 | 117-4 
V. Iron and steel... 37} * |+ 0-7) 182-7 | 182-7 | 128-6 
VI. Non-ferrous metals | * |+4 1-9} 126-0 | 126-0 | 100-7 
VIL Cotton ... «| 10] * |+ 1-8] 143-6] 143-6] 81-4 
VIIL. Wool oof Ad] * [4+.2-7) 1941 | 174-1 | 102-6 
IX. Other textiles ... | 9 1+ 0°6)+ 1-3) 129-7 | 128-9} 74-1 
X. Chemicals and oils | 15 | t+ 32/4 10-2 | 141-5! 137-2 | 93-0 
XI. Miscellaneous 33 |}+ 0-1 | + O-4| 172°8 | 172-7) 96-1 
a — Se Siete 
| }~ 7 
Total — Industrial | } | | 
materials and | 
manufactures ... | 132 + O4/+ 2-6 162-1 | 161-4 | 102-2 
SEE aE! (rae: ie WARS eter ite 
Torat—aAll | 
articles... --- | 200 | +4 0-6 |+ 3°5| 160-0 | 159-1 | 98-1 
Industrial materials (ex- | | 
cluding fuel) : 
Basic materials ane 33 |+ 1-0/— 1-1 | 169-0 | 167-3} 94-5 
Intermediate products 38 |+ 0-2) + 2-5 | 171-1 | 170-7 | 104-0 
Manufactured articles 48 |+ 0-2/4 3°3 | 154-4 | 154-0 | 108-7 
ec | oe — eS EE 
Building materials 16 |4- 0-2/4 46! 147-5! 147-3 | 1041 





* No appreciable change. 


Food and Tobacco.—The rise of about 44 per cent. shown by 
the index for cereals was due to the increased prices for wheat, 
flour and bread which were authorised as from 20 September 
and to which reference was made in last month’s article. The 
Gazette average for barley was about 3} per cent. lower than in 
September. The index for the meat, fish and eggs group remained 
unchanged at 116°0 during the eight months February to 
September, though compensating price changes took place in 
April for meat and eggs. A rise of about } per cent. was recorded 
last month owing to the prescribed wholesale prices for bacon 
and ham being raised by about 10 to 12 per cent. as from 
26 October ; the full effect of these increases will not be shown 
until the index number for November is calculated. Wet fish 
(average of cod, haddock and plaice) were about 3 per cent. 
cheaper in October, but the price of herrings rose by 7 per cent. 
The fall of 1} per cent. showa by the index for the “‘ other food 
and tobacco” group was due to a drop of 18} per cent. in the 
average price of potatoes, which was partially offset by higher 
quotations for tomatoes and oranges. 

Industrial Materials and Manufactures.—The index numbers 
for groups 1V to VIL were unchanged in the four months July 
to October and that for group VILL was the same in October 
as in September. The rise of about 3 per cent. shown by the 
group index for chemicals and oils was due to the increased 
prices for palm kerneland ground nut oil, and soap, which became 





effective on 28 September. There was a small rise of Is. 6d. per 
ewt. (1} per cent.) for paint in the early part of October. In 
the last week the price of potassium nitrate was advanced by 
13 per cent., but this commodity has only a weight in the index 
of one-tenth of a unit. Jute was 5 per cent. dearer. 

Percentage Changes—The following table shows in 5 per cent. 
ranges the increases and decreases among the price averages for 
food and industrial materials :— 


OcTOBER COMPARED WITH SEPTEMBER 

















Food (68 items) Industrial materials 
| (132 items) 
Per cent. |- | 
| Increases Decreases Increases Decreases 
15-20 | l 3 - oo 
10-15 | 6 | — Be | = 
5-10. | 3 = 3 —_ 
Under 5 | 8 8 6 | — 
Total | 18 1] *10 | inne 











* Includes an increase of 31 per cent. for crude palm kernel oil. 


Announcements 


Note: Copies of Orders referred to in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 

Journal” can be purchased from H.M. Stationary Office, or 

through any bookseller. New Orders, however, may not be 
immediately available. 


UTILITY BKBURNITURE SPECIFICATIONS 

In the Board of Trade’s specifications for fireside chairs 
(5th Section, Models Nos. 1 and la) which were sent to certain 
furniture manufacturers on 25 October, the registered trade 
mark “ Lintafelt’ was inadvertently used instead of the term 
‘Cotton Felt.” The Board of Trade wish to make it clear that 
they do not propose to restrict the use of ‘cotton felt” in 
utility furniture manufacture to the product of any one firm, 
and that they very much regret any inconvenience or concern 
which may have been occasioned by this error. 


THE BOOT AND SHOE REPAIRS 
(MAXIMUM CHARGES) (NO. 2) ORDER 


The Board of Trade, after consultation with the Central Price 
Regulation Committee, has made the Boot and Shoe Repairs 
(Maximum Charges) (No. 2) Order, 1942 (S. R. & O. 1942 No. 2249 
price Id.), amending the Boot and Shoe Repairs (Maximum 
Charges) Order, 1942 (see the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 
6 June 1942, page 283), in several respects. 

The new Order fixes the maximum charges for boot and shoe 
repairs carried out in a factory (which is defined as an establish- 
ment in which 25 or more workers are engaged on repair work) 
at not more than 34d. in the ls. over the charges being made 
for comparable repairs in the week beginning 21 August 1939. 

For all other boot and shoe repair businesses the permitted 
charge is 4d. in the 1s. over pre-war charges. Either class of 
repairer may however as an alternative method of pricing have 
regard to the charges set out in the Schedule attached to the 
Order. ‘These alternatives have been provided in order to deal 
with the problem of the cut-price repairer of pre-war days for 
whom the increase of 34d. or 4d. in the ls. over his pre-war 
charges might not be sufficient to cover his increased costs. 


EXPORT LICENSING 
EXPORT OF GOODS (CONTROL) (No. 42) ORDER 1942 

Under the Export of Goods (Control) (No. 42) Order, 1942 
(S. R. & O. 1942 No. 2289, price 1d.), which comes into force on 
1 December 1942, control is extended to cover closures made 
wholly or partly of rubber; navigational logs and additional 
types of machinery. 

The Order also extends export control to all kinds of prepared 
or ready mixed paints (including distempers, lacquers, varnishes, 
paste paints and painters’ enamels) and to a number of additional 
chemicals, 

I. Licences will, in future, be required to export the following 
classes of goods to all destinations :— 

Articles of the following description made wholly or mainly 
of plastic material derived from cellulose, casein or 
synthetic resin :— 

Balls for games. 

Laundry and dry-cleaning machinery and plant. 

Tyre re-moulding, re-treading, re-capping and re-soling 

machinery and plant. 

Caps, capsules, lids, sprinkler tops, stoppers and other 

closures wholly or partly of rubber latex, rubber, gutta- 
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percha or balata, whether or not fitted to bottles, jars, 
ans or similar containers, but not including closures 
fitted to filled receptacles. 

Navigational logs for indicating or registering the speed of 
or the distance travelled by ships; and parts therefor. 

Acriflavine. 

2-Aminopyridine. 

Amy] salicylate. 

Areca nuts. 

Calabar beans. 

Calcium acety] salicylate. 

Camphor monobromide. 

Carrageen moss. 

Chloral hydrate. 

Chloroform. 

Colocynth. 

4; 4’ diamidinodiphenoxypentane. 

4: 4’ diamidinodiphenoxypropane. 

4:4’ diamidinostilbene. 

Diodone. 

Diphenan. 

Euflavine. 

Hamamelis leaves. 

Ispaghula. 

Jaberandi leaves. 

Jalap resin and root. 

Lobeline. 

Papaverine. 

Phenothiazine. 

Proflavine. 

Psyllium seeds. 

Quassia. 

Salol. 

Santonica, 

Silver nucleinate. 

Silver proteinate. 

Sodium campho-sulphonate. 

Storax. 

Strophanthin. 

Tannic acid. 

Valerian. 


II. The existing control in respect of distempers, lacquers, 
varnishes, paints and painters’ enamels, prepared or ready 
mixed, is extended to cover all types of these goods and licences 
will, in future, be required to export to all destinations :— 

Distempers, lacquers, varnishes, paints, paste paints 
(including metallic pastes) and painters’ enamels, prepared 
or ready mixed. 


III. The existing licensing requirements with respect to 
(a) needles, hosiery latch ; and (b) barbitone and its salts and 
preparations thereof; isopropyl barbituric acid and Pheno- 
barbitone and its salts and preparations are superseded by the 
provisions that licences will, in future, be required to export : 

(a) Needles, bearded and latch, and narrowing points, 
running on points and welt hooks adapted for use in 
conjunction therewith. 

(6) Barbituric acid, its derivatives, their salts and prepara- 
tions thereof. 


IV. The following items, the exportation of which was pre- 
viously controlled to destinations outside the British Empire 
will, in future, require licences for all destinations :— 

Chaulmoogra, oil of, and its preparations. 
Chenopodium oil and its preparations. 
Hydnocarpus, oil of, and its preparations. 


CONTROL OF RUBBER 


Waste and reclaimed rubber are the subject of a new Order, 
the Control of Rubber (No. 18) Order, 1942 (S. R. & O. 1942 
No. 2234, price 3d.) which has been made by the Minister of 
Supply. The acquisition of waste and reclaimed rubber is made 
subject to licence, and disposal of these materials is permitted 
only to persons who hold licences to acquire them. These 
restrictions do not, however, apply to collections of waste rubber 
for the purposes of any salvage scheme, nor to purchases of 
waste rubber by Certified Waste Rubber Merchants or other 
persons who deal in waste rubber. The use of waste and re- 
claimed rubber is also made subject to licence, and there is a 
specific prohibition on burning or destroying Waste rubber. 
Applications for licences to acquire or use waste or reclaimed 
rubber should be made to Rubber Control, Empire House, St. 
Martin’s-le-Grand, London, E.C.1. 

Other articles of the Order fix maximum prices for both waste 
and reclaimed rubber, and limit the amounts which may be 
charged for reclaiming waste rubber. The Control of Rubber 
(No. 5) Order, which fixed differing price levels for each type of 





waste rubber is now revoked, and a uniform maximum price for 
each type of waste rubber will now govern all transactions. 

There is a further provision requiring all persons who own or 
have in their possession more than 5 ewt. of waste rubber to 
declare in writing to the Rubber Control within 21 davs the 
approximate weight of their stock, and the premises where it is 
situated. This declaration is not required from persons who are 
already making to Rubber Control a regular return of their waste 
rubber stocks. 


CONTROL OF COTTON CLOTH PRICES 
AN AMENDING ORDER 


The Control of the Cotton Industry (No. 37) Order, 1942 
(S. R. & O. 1942 No. 2238, price 2d.) which has been made by 
the Minister of Supply comes into force on 12 November 1942, 
introduces a number of changes in the regulation controlling 
prices of cotton loom state cloth. 

The Order gives the Minister power to permit commission 
weaving cf controlled cloth to be done for lower charges than 
those laid down in the No. 32 Order (see the “ ‘r 
Journal” of 18 April 1942, page 213), in cases where the com 
mission work is done under an agreement arising from concentra 
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tion of the weaving section. Such agreements often provide for 
a running mill to weave on commission for a closed mill at 
reduced price. In future the Controller will have power to give 
permission for approved agreements to be carried out. 

The No. 37 Order also regularises the position of manufa 
turers who carry on a merchanting business either in their own 
name or through an associated firm. Where an associate of a 
manufacturer sells controlled cloth produced by the manufactur 
the cloth willin general be deemed to have been produced by the 
associated seller, whose selling price, therefore, will be as laid 
down in the No. 32 Order for a manufacturer. This will put 
selling branches of manufacturers on the same footing whether 


trading under the same or a different name. The Order goes on 
to make provisions whereby bona fide merchanting businesse 
whether carried on by or in association with manufacturing co 
cerns may be excepted from the price restriction. The Minister 
has power under the Order to direct that controlled cloth pr 
duced by a manufacturer and sold by his own selling branch or 
by an associated firm shall be regarded as cloth bought by the 
branch or associated firm in cases where the branch or associ 
firm was bona fide carrying on business as a merchant before t! 
No. 32 Order came into force and a substantial part of th 
business consisted of the sale of cotton cloth produced by othe1 
manufacturers or of cotton cloth after it had been bleached, 
mercerised, dyed or printed. Any such direction made by the 
Minister will be entered in the Register and brought to t} ! 


of those concerned. 
A number of technical points which gave rise to dou indet 
the No. 32 Order are clarified in the new Order. In excludin 


h\¢ ] 


from price control cloths woven with more than one lift per pick 
or with more than six lifts it is now made clear that the ex lpsion 
applies only if the cloths could not be woven otherwise. Similarl 
cloths which cannot be woven otherwise than on a mult itt! 
loom are excluded from price control. It is made clear that 


eloths are not excluded from the provisions of the No. 32 Order 


by reason only of having been secured or calendered. 


DISTRIBUTION OF ELASTIC 
Instructions recently issued to elastic web manufacturers by 
the Directorate of Narrow Fabrics require them to reserve 90 per 
cent. of their civilian production of corset and brassiere webs fo1 
corset nucleus firms, and 90 per cent. of knicker elastics (with the 


exception of 4-strand elastic braid, all of which must be supplied 
for the retail trade) for nucleus hosiery firms and designated 
factories. Nucleus hosiery and corset firms and their concen 


trated partners, and designated factories must make declaration 
in the form indicated in the instructions to enable them to obt 

elastic braid and web, and wholesalers must also agree in writin: 
to observe these regulations. It is emphasis d that absorbed 
firms taking part in an approved concentration scheme are 
entitled to participate in the distribution of the 90 per cen 
proportion. For this purpose, the number of the nucleus certifi- 


at 


cate may be quoted by the nucleus and absorbed firms of any 
group. 


TRADING WITH THE ENEMY 
MADAGASCAR 


The Board of Trade announce that iuthority has been given 
under the Trading with the Enemy (Madagascar) Order, 1942 
(S. R. & O, 2298 of 1942, price ld.), dated 7 November, for persons 
to trade with individuals resident in Madagascar (mainland only 
so far as concerns a business carried on there by or on behalf of 
any person or persons (whether corporate or unincorporate 
Article 1 of the Trading with the Enemy (Custodian) Order, 
1939 (see the * Board of Trade Journal” of 21 September 
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1939, page 437) does not apply to any money payable by reason 
of a transaction authorised by the new Order. 

Accordingly, transactions with Madagascar may now be 
made without any further authority under the Trading with the 
Enemy Act, but subject of course to compliance with the relevant 
exchange, import, export, and other regulations. 


ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


There is no change to report in the list as given in the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal ” of 7 November 1942 (page 488). 


BOARD OF TRADE RULINGS IN REGARD 
TO SPORTS GOODS AND TOYS 


The Board of Trade have given certain rulings for the purpose 
of distinguishing between goods which are to be regarded as 
“toys” and therefore covered by the Limitation of Supplies 
(Miscellaneous) (No. 16) Order, 1942 (see the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 10 August 1942, page 365) and goods which are to 
be regarded as “sports goods” and therefore covered by the 
Sports Gear (Control of Manufacture and Supply) Order, 1942 
(see the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 10 August 1942, page 
366). The rulings are as follows :— 

(1) Cricket Bats.—All bats made from wood other than willow, 
and any bat made in a size less than the regular size 3, are toys. 
All other bats are sports goods. 

(2) Tennis Rackets.—Tennis rackets strung with sheep’s gut, 
Indian gut or synthetic gut, and weighing over 10 ozs. are sports 
goods. Tennis rackets weighing 10 ozs. or less, and also rackets 
of any weight strung with any material other than those men- 
tioned above, are toys. 

(3) Football Cases.—All cases made from hide or kips are 
sports goods. All cases made from skin are toys. 

(4) Skipping Ropes.—Any ropes containing ball-bearings or 
swivels, or any ropes over 9 ft. in length are sports goods. All 
other skipping ropes are toys. 

(5) Cricket Balls.—Cricket balls weighing 4} ozs. and over are 
sports goods. Cricket balls of smaller dimensions are toys. 

(6) Tennis Balls. These are regarded as sports goods whether 
new or reconditioned or rejects. 


BOARD OF TRADE APPOINTMENT 


The Board of Trade have appointed Mr. P. Eke to be Assistant 
Registrar of Companies and Assistant Registrar of Business 
Names in place of Mr. A. D. Scott, promoted. 


MINISTRY OF FOOD ORDERS 


In continuation of the list given in the ‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 7 November (page 494), the following Orders, 
made by the Ministry of Food, have been published as S. R. & O. 
1942, price 1d. :— 

No. 2231. Order dated 29 October 1942, amending the 
Cereal Breakfast Foods (Control and Maximum Prices) Order, 
1941. 

No. 2232. Order dated 29 October 1942, amending the 
Macaroni and similar products (Control and Maximum Prices) 
Order, 1942. 

No. 2240. Order dated 30 October 1942, amending the 
Directions dated 11 May 1942 under the Food Transport Order 
1942. 

No. 2247. The Potatoes (1942 Crop) (Charges) Order, 1942, 
dated 31 October 1942, made by the Treasury under Section 2 of 
the Emergency Powers (Defence) Act, 1939 (2 & 3 Geo. 6, c. 62). 

No. 2248. Order dated 31 October 1942, amending the Carrots 
(1942 Crop) (Control and Prices) Order, 1942. 

No. 2253. Directions dated 2 November 1942 under the 
Feeding Stuffs (Rationing) Order, 1942. 

No. 2258. Order dated 3 November 1942, amending the 
Feeding Stuffs (Regulation of Manufacture) Order, 1942. 

No. 2272. Order dated 4 November 1942, amending the Home 
Grown Rye (Control and Maximum Prices) (Great Britain) 
Order, 1942; the Home Grown Wheat (Control and Prices) 
(Great Britain) Order, 1942, and the Home Grown Dredge Corn 
(Control and Maximum Prices) (Great Britain) Order, 1942. 

No. 2273. Order dated 4 November 1942 amending the Fish 
(Port Allocation Committees) Order, 1942. 

No. 2274. Order dated 4 November 1942, Prescribing an 
Appointed Day for the Purposes of the Game Birds (Maximum 
Prices) Order, 1942. 


ALL TRAFFIC TO BE ‘CARRIAGE PAID” 


As from 1 January 1943, all goods traffic sent by rail with the 
exception of cattle, sheep and pigs and fresh fruit and fresh 
vegetables, will be required to be sent “carriage paid.” This 
means that the consignor will be responsible for paying the 





carriage charges at the forwarding station, but does not neces- 
sarily involve pre-payment. 

The exceptions are of a temporary character and it is hoped to 
bring all traffic within the scope of the Order as soon as arrange- 
ments can be made to overcome the special difficulties in these 
cases. 

This decision has been taken by the Minister of War Transport 
to save railway man-power and to relieve the strain on railway 
staff arising from the growing volume of war traffic. 

Merchandise traffic by passenger train and about three- 
quarters of the traffic by freight train is already sent “ carriage 
paid.” By discontinuing the practice of having goods sent “ to 
pay” in the case of the remaining portion some hundreds of 
railway clerical and accounting staff will be freed for other 
work. 


UNITED KINGDOM CORN PRICES 


The following statement shows the average prices of British 
corn per cwt. of 112 Imperial | pounds as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 7 November 1942 
pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 
1921 :— 





Average Price for Cwt. 








Period | 
Wheat Bariey Oats 
8. d. s. d. a. d. 
Week ended 7 Nov- 
ember 1942 see 6 63 33 10 15 5 





+ Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by 
Section 2 of the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the 
weekly summary of quantities and prices each sort of British corn 
shall be computed with reference to the hundredweight of one 
hundred and twelve Imperial standard pounds. 


POSTAL NOTICES 
CHRISTMAS POSTAL TRAFFIC 


The Christmas postal traffic and its relation to the national 
manpower situation has been under the consideration of the 
Government. 

At a time when the population is so widely dispersed there is 
natural reluctance to interfere with a reasonable exchange of 
greetings and gifts, and it is confidently expected that the 
restrictions already imposed on supplies of paper, and the food 
and clothes rationing, combined with the good sense of the public, 
will so reduce the traffic this season that the Post Office will be 
able to deal with it without recourse to labour which is required 
for work of national importance. 

It is inevitable that the Post Office will have to engage 
temporary staff, but the Postmaster-General in consultation 
with the other Ministries concerned has arranged to draw this 
labour in the main from :— 

(1) Relatives and friends of postal staff outside 
groups, not normally in employment ; 

(2) Students and school children over 16 years cf age ; 

(3) Women not yet called up for war werk, and 

(4) Members of the Civil Defence services, provided there 
has been no general resumption of raiding. 

Recruitment from these sources will not adversely affect the 
war effort. 

It is pointed out that the period of employment is short and 
that there is a reduction of 20,000 in the numbers required as 
compared with last year. 


* call up” 


CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR AIR MAIL 
LETTERS FOR BRITISH PRISONERS OF WAR AND INTERNEES 


The Postmaster-General announces that to secure the best 
chance of delivery before Christmas, correspondence to be sent 
by air to British prisoners of war and civilian internees in 
German or Italian hands should be posted as soon as possible 
and in any case not later than 12 November. The special air 
mail letter-cards for prisoners of war must also be posted by this 
date for Christmas delivery. 

This announcement does not apply to correspondence for 
prisoners of war and interned civilians in Japan or Japanese 
occupied territories ; such correspondence cannot at present be 
forwarded by air mail. 


LETTERS AND OTHER POSTAL PACKETS TO IRAQ 
The Postmaster-General announces that according to informa- 
tion received from the Post Office of Iraq, postal packets 
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addressed ‘‘ Poste Restante”’ or ‘‘ to be called for’? at a Post 


Office in Iraq are no longer admissible. 


BRITISH STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 
USE OF GAS LIGHTERS TO BE ENCOURAGED 


Some time ago the Board of Trade announced their scheme 
for utility lighters with the objéct of saving matches, and 
“utility ” cigarette lighters are now being produced at the rate 
of several thousand a week. The scheme also covers gas lighters, 
and of the various types that have been developed the cold 
catalyst type is probably the most economical from the point 
of view of materials. There are, however, lighters and lighters, 
and to differentiate between good and not-so-good catalysts a 
specification has been drawn up at the request of the Board of 
Trade and published by the British Standards Institution. The 
essentials of a good gas lighter are that it shall not be sluggish 
in action and that it shall not become “ poisoned’ by sulphur 
dioxide fumes or water vapour. The tests laid down in the 
specification are designed to eliminate any lighters that do not 
come up to the required performance in these respects. 

Copies of this specification (BS/BOT 20) may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1, price 1s. (1s. 3d. post free). 


SHRINKING RESISTANCE TO CERTAIN WOOLLEN 
GARMENTS 

A War Emergency British Standard Specification has just been 
published relating to shrink resistance of certain woollen garments. 
This specification has been prepared by a technical committee 
representing the manufacturers and finishers of the articles in 
question and is based on the methods prescribed in Tentative 
Textile Standard No. 1A, prepared on behalf of the Textile 
Institute by the Wool Industries Research Association. The 
woollen garments to which the specification applies are listed 
on page 40 of an H.M. Stationery Office publication entitled 
“Utility Knitted Goods—Provisional Schedule 8.” Further 
garments are likely to be added to this list and the code numbers 
will be published by the Board of Trade from time to time. 

The specification provides methods of test for the shrinkage 
of these goods ; the methods of test relate to relaxation shrinkage, 
to determine the effect of soaking and felting shrinkage, to 
determine the effect of the progressive changes which, under 
the action of friction in the presence of moisture, are brought 
about by the felting of the fibres. 

Copies of this specification, BS/ BOT 30, may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 28, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1, price 6d. net (8d. post free). 


WAR EMERGENCY INSULATING TAPE 
The urgent need for conserving supplies of raw rubber has 
already resulted in the revision of several British Standard 
Specifications, and is the raison d’étre of a new specification just 
issued. This deals with adhestive tape, commonly known as 
black sticky tape, as used in the electrical trade. Various 
Government Departments and other large purchasers have in 
the past had their own specifications for this class of material, 
and the problem of the moment is to produce a tape using the 
minimum amount of raw rubber without unduly lowering the 
quality of the tape. The war emergency specification just 
issued as B.S. 1078 is intended to replace all the existing Depart- 
mental and other specifications, and the tests incorporated are 
designed to ensure as high a quality as is possible consistent 
with the present circumstances as regards rubber supplies. 
Copies of this new Standard B.S. 1078 may be cbtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1, price Is. (1s. 3d. post free). 


GALVANISED STEEL WIRE ROPES 

The British Standards Institution have issued a revision of the 
Specification for Round Strand Galvanised Steel Wire Ropes for 
Shipping Purposes. This issue differs chiefly from the 1929 
edition by the inclusion of a "Table illustrating the rope construc- 
tion, the deletion of 90-100 and 95-105 tons per square inch 
hawser steel ropes and ropes of 8} in. and 9 in. circumferences. 
The amount of pure zinc in the virgin spelter for the galvanising 
has been raised to 98-5 per cent. The Specification is intended 
to provide for standing and running rigging ropes, hawsers, 
mooring and towing ropes and cargo gear ropes. Copies of the 
revised specification, B.S. 365-1942 are obtainable from the 
British Standards Institution, 28, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, 
price 2s. (post free 2s. 3d.). 


WROUGHT STEELS 
The British Standards Institution has recently published a 
revised issue of B.S. 970 for wrought steels which was originally 





issued in July 1941. It is composed of a series of 58 specification’ 
for wrought and alloy steels, known as the “ En series,” which 
it is considered are adequate to cover all the general engineering 
requirements of industry during the war emergency. This 
attempted rationalisation of the steel industry was, in the early 
part of 1942, taken a step further, and a “direction” was 
issued by the Iron and Steel Control stating that for general 
engineering purposes all steels must comply with a reduced range 
of 44 steels selected from B.S. 970. 

When B.S. 970 was first issued it was realised that an early 
review might be necessary as a result of experience gained in 
working to the En series. The revision has now been completed 
and the principal modifications are listed-below :— 


(i) Six additional specifications which are sub-divisions of 

existing steels have been included for special purposes ; 

(ii) In one or two cases typical chemical compositions 

within close limits have been provided as alternative 

to the present specifications. In such cases, require- 

ments for the mechanical properties have not been 
included ; 

(iii) Minor adjustments have been made to some of the 

figures for chemical composition and mechanical 
properties. 


Copies of this revision may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 28, Victoria Street, London, 8.W.1, 
price 5s. (5s. 5d. post free). 


WARTIME DAMP PROOF COURSES 


The British Standards Institution has recently issued a new 
standard entitled ““ War Emergency British Standard for Coal 
Tar Pitch Felt Damp-proof Courses for Temporary Wartime 
Building,” B.S. 1067, which has been prepared at the request of 
the Ministry of Works and Planning and is issued under their 
authority, having been approved by the Standardisation Com- 
mittee of the Ministry. Any revision of this Standard will be 
undertaken only on the instructions of the Minister. 

The Specification has been prepared as coal tar pitch is likely 
to be the only material suitable as an alternative during the war 
for bitumen felt damp-proof courses referred to in B.S. 7438. 
It is intended to be used for temporary war-time buildings only 
and is not at present suitable for permanent construction. 

The Specification is issued for the use of all technical officers 
of Government Departments and their agencies, local authorities 
and independent architects and engineers advising Government 
Departments, as well as building contractors. ‘The Specification 
is accepted and will be followed by all Departments concerned 
unless there is sufficient reason to justify a departure being 
authorised. 

This Specification may be subject to revision from time to 
time in the light of changes in the availability of raw materials 
and manufacturing capacity. The issue of revisions when 
authorised by the Ministry will be notified to Government 
Departments and to the trade and technical press. 

Copies of this revision may be obtained from the British 
Standards Institution, 28, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, price 
Is. net (post free Is. 3d.). 


(Continued on page 503) 


Customs Regulations 
and Tariff Changes 


CANADA 
CUSTOMS TARIFF 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Ottawa has forwarded 
copies of Memoranda Series D No. 47, T.C. 79 revised and 
T.C. 89 dated 3 and 17 October respectively, issued by the 
Department of National Revenue which make the following 
changes in the Canadian Customs Tariff. 

T.C. 79 revised effective | May 1942, cancels T.C. 79* and states 
that by Order in Council P.C. 9058 of 6 October 1942, imports 
from any country of used or second-hand bags made from 
fabrics composed wholly of vegetable fibres (ex Tariff Items 198, 
523, 532, 547 and 548) and bagging material reclaimed from 
such bags, are exempt from Customs duty, the War Exchange 
Tax of 10 per cent. ad valorem and the special excise tax of 
3 per cent. ad valorem. 

T.C. 89, effective 7 October 1942, states that by Order in 
Council P.C. 9374 of 13 October 1942, imports from any country 
of oyster shells, not further manufactured than crushed or 


* See notice in ‘** Board of Trade Journal”’ of 17 August 1942, 
page 381. 
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screened, or both, for use as poultry feeds or in the manufacture 
of poultry feeds, are exempt from customs duty, the War 
Exchange Tax of 10 per cent. ad valorem and the special excise 
tax of 3 per cent. ad valorem. 


CEYLON 
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 


The “Ceylon Government Gazette” of 24 July contains a 
copy of Open General Licence No. 2a which permits the importa- 
tion into Ceylon from any source of drugs, medicines and medi- 
cinal preparations (including patent medicines, quinine and 
quinine preparations), provided they were despatched from the 
country of origin direct to Ceylon before 1 November 1942. 

Open General Licence No. 2 (published in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 22 November 1941, page 325) is amended by 
the omission of item 3 (drugs, medicines and medicinal prepara- 
tions, including patent medicines, quinine and quinine pre- 
parations). 


GRENADA 


CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 

The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Customs 
Duties (Amendment No. 2) Ordinance, 1942, dated 25 July 
which provides inter alia for the substitution of the following 
sub-item for item 36 (6) of the First Schedule to the Grenada 
Customs Tariff :— 


British General 
° | " A ah chine 
Item Article | Preferential Tariff 
Tariff 
| 
36 (b) Manufactures, other than (e) 
hereunder, piece-goods | 
value 2s. and under per 
yard aad oe ... | 5% ad val. | 7} % ad val. 
Manufactures, other than (e) 
hereunder, piece-goods, | 
value over 2s. per yard ... | 15% ad val. | 224% ad val. 
CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of an order in 


Council (No. 21 of 1942), of 1 September 1942, which provides 
for the following modifications in the Nigeria Customs Tariff : 


| Former | New 
Item | Article | Duty | Duty 

° } s. d. | 8. d. 
15 | Cotton piece goods : } 

| (1) Interlock fabric | 

| (a) Unbleached ... a _ lb,| 0 4 | O 6 

(b) Bleached _... pe cae ~~ . 28 |} 0 6 

(c) Dyed — sick ~ a | 0 53] O 8} 

| (2) Other 

| (a) Bleached ) ( sq. yd. 0 | | 0 ih 

| (b) Dyed | Accepted as] ,, 0 14 0 2} 

(c) Coloured }such by the- sas | oO 1} 0 2} 

| (d) Grey | Comptroller | ,, > Bel | 0 1} 

(e) Printed J bs | 0 14 | 0 2} 

| (f) Madras (real or imitation)... sie 0 23] 0 33 

|  (g) Velvet and velveteens, plushes, and } 

pile fabrics sie 1 ps8 

| (hk) Fents ee Ib. | 0 6 | 0 9 
26 =| (2) (6) Cigarettes : | 

| (i) Not exceeding 3 lb. weight 

the 1,000 ... 100 | 2 2 3 6 

(ii) Exceeding 3 lb. weight the | | 
1,000 ol lb. | 8 8 
| 


In addition, a surtax of 25 per cent. of the duty, shall be paid 
on the above mentioned goods. 


TANGANYIKA 
ADDITIONAL CUSTOMS DUTIES ON MOTOR SPIRIT 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Customs 
Tariff (Petrol Surcharge) Ordinance, 1942, dated 28 August, 
which provides that in addition to the duties chargeable under 
the Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1930, and the Customs Tariff 
(War Revenue) (Surcharge) Ordinance, 1940, a duty of 5 cents 





per Imperial gallon at 62° Fahrenheit, shall be paid on the follow. 
ing motor spirit, and products ordinarily used as such on im. 
portation into Tanganyika :— 

3enzine, benzoline, naphtha (non-potable), n.e.e., gasoline; 
petrol and petroleum ; shale and coal tar spirit generally, but 
not including power paraffin or kerosene (Item 96 in the Tan. 
ganyika Customs Tariff). 


Trade and Industry 


BRITISH INDIA 
CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given : 

Madras, 17 October. Crops are fair except in the Deccan. 

sihar, 19 October. Crops are fair. 

Central Provinces, 23 October. Khariff crops are good. 

3ombay, 24 October. Cotton in the Deccan and Khariff 
crops in the Karnatak are suffering ; elsewhere crops are good, 

Orissa, 26 October. The harvesting of jute is progressing. The 
sugarcane crop is fair. 

Punjab, 26 October. 
average to above average. 

Sengal, 2 November. Agricultural 
Crops are promising. 
Crop prospects are fair. 


The sugarcane and cotton crops are 


operations are pro- 
yressing. 

Assam, 2 November. 

Corton Crop: Second EsTiMATE 

The second estimate of the area covered by the 1942-43 
cotton crop in India is 16,033,000 acres, a decrease of 17 per 
cent. compared with last year’s corresponding forecast, chiefly 
owing to the campaign for growing more food crops. The total 
is made up as follows :-— 


Variety Acres 
Bengal 2,064,000 
Americans 3,006,000 
Oomras 4,633,000 
sroach 675,000 
Surti 510,000 
Dholleras 1,265,000 
Other varieties 3,880,000 


ticE Crop: First EstimMarE 

The first All-India estimate of the area covered by the 1942-43 
rice crop is 67,639,000 acres. Last year’s corresponding revised 
estimate was 66,348,000 acres. This year’s estimate shows an 
increase of 2 per cent. The condition of the crop is fairly good. 
ESTIMATE 


SUGARCANE CROP: SECOND 


The second All-India estimate of the area under sugarcane is 
3,676,000 acres. The corresponding revised estimate for last 
year was 3,588,000 acres. This year’s figure shows an increase 
of 2 per cent. on last year’s. The condition of the crop is good. 

GROUNDNUT Crop: SECOND ESTIMATE 

The second All-India estimate of the area covered by the 
1942-43 groundnut crop is 6,381,000 acres, compared with last 
year’s corresponding revised estimate of 5,641,000 acres. The 
fiyvure for this year shows an increase of 11 per cent. on last 
year. Last year’s estimate did not include Punjab or Baroda 
State, from where groundnut forecasts have been received for 
the first time this year. The condition of the crop is good. 

Trade Commissioner for India in London. 


J 
PERU 
TRADE IN JUNE QUARTER 
The Department of Overseas Trade has recently received 
statistics which show that during the quarter ended 30 June last 
imports into and exports from Peru were valued at 79,815,000 
soles and 119,182,000 soles as compared with 76,290,000 soles 
and 120,557,000 soles respectively in the June quarter of 1941. 

The chief imports (in thousand soles) were vehicles 12,866 as 
against 17,526 a year earlier; linen, jute, etc., 12,320 (380); 
pharmaceutical and chemicals products, 9,002 (7,920); food- 
stuffs and groceries, 6,460 (7,290); edible oils, 6,324 (6,381); 
metals and jewels, 6,322 (9,824); cotton and cotton goods, 
4,361 (3,598); paper, cardboard, etc., 4,344 (4,403) ; timber, 
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9579 (3,280); electrical apparatus, 2,487 (2,840) ; woollen 
gods, hair and feathers, 1,946 (1,846); coal, cement, etc., 
1.412 (1,898); arms, munitions and explosives, 1,224 (1,637), 
and silk, natural and artificial, 1,261 (2,012). 

As regards exports, the principal items were sugar, 26,826 
11,595) ; petroleum derivatives, 24,906 (12,249) ; copper bars, 
17.625 (15,675) ; cotton, 11,035 (32,743) ; mineral concentrates, 
7,885 (6,577); gold bars, 7,294 (6,614); flax, 5,587 (676) ; 
yools, various, 3,680 (6,639); minerals in bulk, 2.326 (1,710) ; 
lead bars, 1,208 (1,716) and cyanides, 1,067 (427). 


DIsTRIBUTION OF TRADE 
The trade during the June quarters of 1942 and 1941 was 
principally distributed as under :— 


Imports Exports 


Country 





| i942 | 1941 | 1942 | 1941 
| a i | 7 | 
i | | | 
Thousa nd soles | 
United Kingdom 5,949 | 5,694 | 4,661 | 3,601 
United States... ... | 42,332 | 47,551 | 50,711 | 50,048 
Canada ... .| 1,631 | 2,487 | = 135 4,727 
Chile | 3.801 | 3,402 | 38,293 | 12,054 
Argentina 5 ... | 6,483 | 4,824 1,179 8,287 
Japan 497 | 3,431 | 23,956 
british India | 11,877 | 172 | | 
Announcements 


(Continued from paae 501) 


FACTORY AND STORAGE PREMISES 


Mr. Morris Weber has been appointed Regional Controller of 
Factory and Storage Premises for the Northern Region in 
succession to the Viscount Templetown, who recently took up an 
:ppointment as Director of Textiles and Clothing Disposal at the 
Ministry of Supply. Mr. Weber has also been appointed Regional 
Director of Laundry Services. 

Sir Alfred Wilkin has been appointed Adviser on Factory 
Premises for the Region. 


DEFENCE (CINEMATOGRAPH QUOTAS) 
REGULATIONS 
ALTERATION OF THE MONETARY QUOTA BY 
S. R. & O. NO. 2278 OF 1942* 


Under the arrangement made in 1940 (S. R. & O. 1940 No. 
1382),* each company adopting the scheme has to make, or 
to acquire British rights of, one film per 100,000 feet of imports ; 
odd amounts over 10,000 feet counting for this purpose 
is 100,000. 

These films must be at least 7,000 feet in length each and must 
each involve a payment of at least £21,000 to British labour. 

The company has also an overall obligation to spend on 
British labour a number of pounds sterling equal to the number 
of feet of British film which they are liable to acquire under the 
footage quota. 

If, after they have made or acquired the requisite number of 
films as laid down above, they have not succeeded in spending 
the whole of their monetary obligation, they can work this off 
by spending it under the arrangement laid down in Section 3 of 
the Act. 

Under the new arrangement each company will have to make 
or acquire the British rights of only one film in all. (The con- 
ditions regarding length and labour cost remaining unchanged.) 
This will mean a total of six films to be made under the scheme 
by or for the American companies in any renters’ quota year. 
The rest of their monetary obligations can be offset by purchases 
of the American rights of British films; but at least £20,000 
must be paid for these rights if the transaction is to count for this 
purpose and only half of the purchase price will count towards 
the monetary obligation, since this obligation is in terms of 
labour costs and not total film cost. The purchase of the foreign 
tights of a film for this purpose will not prevent the British 


* Price ld. each. 





renter who sells these rights from counting the film towards 
his own footage quota ; but, if the British rights are counted for 
monetary quota, the purchase of the foreign rights will not count. 

If a company has not, at the end of the quota year, spent the 
amount of money for which it is liable, the balance remains as an 
obligation on it and will be added to its obligation for the follow- 
ing year, remaining, if necessary, until increased opportunities 
for production allow it to be worked off either on direct produc- 
tion or on the acquisition of foreign rights. 

[llustration.—In a given renters’ quota year company ‘‘ A” 
imports 300,000 feet of American film. On a 20 per cent. quota 
its total monetary obligation under the present system is to 
spend £75,000 in British labour costs. Under the new arrange- 
ment it makes or acquires one film, the British labour costs in 
which amount to say £25,000, and it is left with a balance of 
£50,000 to be offset by the purchase of foreign rights of British 
films. To satisfy this obligation, it acquires the foreign rights 
of films “ X,” ““ Y” and “ Z.” For film “* X” it pays £50,000, 
counting £25,000 towards obligation; for film ‘‘ Y”’ it pays 
£30,000 counting £15,000 towards obligation; and for film 
“Z” £20,000, counting £10,000 towards obligation.  Alter- 
natively, it can acquire the foreign rights of film **‘Q”’ for 
£100,000 and thereby satisfy the whole obligation in one trans- 
action. On the basis of the foreign footage imported in 1941-42 
by the six American companies using the monetary quota, if 
they each made one film costing £25,000 in British labour costs 
there would remain to be spent £700,000 on the foreign rights 
of British films. This sum would of course be smaller if the 
labour costs of the film were larger. Similarly it would still 
remain open to the American companies to make more than one 
film setting off British labour costs against their total obligation. 


EXPORT OF STOCKS OF KNITTED WOOL 
AND COTTON GOODS HELD BY EXPORTERS 
(REGISTERED AND UNREGISTERED) WHOSE 
NAMES ARE NOT INCLUDED ON THE MANU.- 
FACTURERS OF KNITTED GOODS REGISTER 


It has been decided to permit the exp ortation of limited 
quantities of knitted wool and cotton goods to countries dependent 
on Great Britain for supplies. The types of goods required for 
British West Africa, Free French Africa, Belgian Congo, N. and 
S. Rhodesia, British West Indies, Gibraltar, Faroe Islands, 
New Zealand, etc., are cotton interlock fabric, underwear, socks 
and stockings, and woollen underwear, outerwear, socks and 
stockings. 

It is desired to use frozen stocks of these types of goods at 
present in exporters’ hands ; and exporters (registered and un- 
registered) who are not manufacturers of knitted goods (i.e., 
who do not receive a yarn ration) should accordingly complete 
Form “ D” of the Export Licensing Department in respect of 
these goods and send it to the Exports Department, Board of 
Trade, East Court, West Walk, Leicester, not later than 5 Decem- 
ber 1942. 

The applications must be accompanied by a certificate signed 
by a director of the firm, stating that the goods were bought for 
export and are in stock at the time of application. 

The following details must be given : 

1. Total quantity of goods (fabrics in lbs.; garments in 

dozens). 

2. Approximate total weight of wool (in lbs.) and/or approxi- 
mate total weight of cotton used in the manufacture of 
the goods. 

3. Total value (in £s.). 

N.B.—Manufacturers of knitted goods for export (direct and 
indirect), should not apply for export licences under the above 
scheme. The Hosiery and Knitwear Export Group or the 
Scottish Woollen Export Council will communicate with them 
shortly regarding allocations of yarn for the manufacture of a 
limited quantity of goods for selected markets and disposal of 
stocks suitable for these markets. 


KHAKI KNITTING WOOL 


The order to enable retailers to dispose of stocks of cheaper 
khaki knitting wools which might otherwise be frozen as a result 
of the abolition of the Personal Knitter scheme, retailers are 
permitted to supply, until 31 December, customers with khaki 
knitting wool sold at not more than 5d. per ounce, without 
requiring the surrender of coupons. This concession does i.ot 
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extend to supplies between traders, but the Board are prepared 
to consider applications for licences to enable wholesalers and 
manufacturers to dispose of frozen stocks. These applications 
should be addressed to the Assistant Secretary, Board of Trade, 
Raleigh House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W.1. Effect has 
been given to this decision by a General Licence published as 
S. R. & O. 1942 No. 2299, price Id. 


SERVICE COUPONS 

Hand knitting yarn in Service colours may now be supplied 
by traders against the surrender of the special coupons issued to 
officers of the Services, or in the case of the Royal Navy, 
against bills signed by Officers and Warrant Officers R.N., 
Officers of the Royal Marines and W.R.N.S., and Sisters of the 
Q.A.R.N.N.S. 

The Service colours referred to are navy blue; khaki; Air 
Force blue ; service grey ; black. 

These arrangements also apply to officers of the Dominion and 
Allied Services. 

Traders are reminded that Service Clothing Coupon Books 
may only be used by the persons to whom they are issued. An 
instruction to this effect is printed inside the front cover of the 
Clothing Book. 


FUR APPAREL 


The following points should be noted in connection with the 
announcement in the “* Board of Trade Journal’ of 7 November 
1942 (page 493) concerning the quota for fur apparel during the 
four months 1 November 1942 to 28 February 1942. 

(1) The concession that full length fur coats, children’s coats 
and sleeveless waistcoats may be counted against permitted 
supplies to the extent of one-half their value, applies only to 
apparel of the following descriptions :— 


| Maxi- 
Measurement |} mum 
Price 


Garment 


d. 
Coat... = ... | Length not less than 38 in. a 0 
Child’s coat Length not more than 26 in. | 
Chest not more than 28 in. {| 
| Sleeve underarm not more than ( 
10 in, J 
Length not less than 15 in. and | 
not more than 21 in. ... 


Sleeveless waistcoat 


(2) The amount of repairs and remodelling which may be done 
by any person in addition to his quota (if registered) or the £100 
a month limit (if unregistered) is four-ninths by value of the 
amount done by that person during the standard year—this is 


the same annual rate as previously. 

(3) Unexhausted quota for fur apparel may not be carried 
over from the last to the current restriction period. 

Applications for licences will, however, receive consideration 
on hardship grounds. Any such applications should be made to 
the Board of Trade, Industries and Manufactures Dept. 2, 
Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W.1. 

(4) The Fur Apparel (No. 3) Directions 1942 have been 
published, together with Explanatory Notes, price Id. 


GENERAL LICENCE EXEMPTING CERTAIN 
CLASSES OF COLOURED BLACK-OUT 
CLOTH FROM QUOTA 


The Woven Non-Wool Cloth (Manufacture and Supply) No. 2 
Directions, 1942 (see the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 4 August 
1942, page 387), carried over from the Limitation of Supplies 
(Cloth and Appare!) Order, 1941 (see the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal”? of 30 August 1941, page 117), the exemption from 
quota of black-out material, dyed all black, complying with 
sritish Standard Institution specification B.S.I. A.R.P./23. The 
Board of Trade have now issued a licence (8S. R. & O. 1942 
No. 2301, price ld.), widening the scope of the exemption for a 
limited period so as to enable registered manufacturers of 
woven non-wool cloth to dispose of stocks of certain coloured 
black-out materials which would otherwise be subject to quota 
restrictions. The cloth must be supplied to the customer before 
12 December. 

Complaints have reached the Board of 'Trade that firms holding 
stocks of blackout material are refusing to release it except 
against Approval Certificates issued by the Cotton Control 
which will enable the material released to be replaced The Board 
wish to emphasise that “‘ block” allocations of cotton for black- 
out material are now issued periodically by the Cotton Control 
and the practice of issuing Approval Certificates against individual 
orders has been abandoned. Firms therefore stand to gain no 
advantage by holding on to their stocks in the hope of increasing 
thereby their individual share of the total amount of cotton 
available for the manufacture of black-out materal. 


when sales are made direct from manufacturers to retailers. 





——— 


KNITTED SCARVES 


The Board of Trade have issued a General Licence (S. R. & O, 
1942 No. 2265, price 1d.) authorising the manufacture of 
scarves with fringes provided that they are not applied by a 
separate process. The General Licence is issued under the 
Making of Civilian Clothing (Restrictions) (No. 14) Order, 1942 
(see the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 28 September 1942, 
page 440), and applies only to goods manufactured in compliance 
with Knitted Goods Directions issued by the Board. 


JIGGER BLOUSES 


The Board of Trade wish to clear away the uncertainty which 
exists over the supply and sale of jigger smocks, blouses or 
jumpers. 

Jiggers cannot be made as smocks from any cloth as they 
do not conform to the Schedules in BS/BOT T.5, nor can they 
be made from utility woven cloth as jumpers since jumpers are 
not scheduled in the Cloth (Make-up and Use) (No. 4) Directions, 
1942 (see the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 1 August 1942, 
page 356). Manufacturers may make Jigger blouses from the 
utility cloths permitted for blouses, but these utility garments 
must be sold at the margins of profit and within the ceiling prices 
fixed for blouses in these Directions. They must also be sold 
for the number of coupons appropriate to blouses made from 
cloths in Group I and Group IT respectively. Whether made 
from Utility cloth or otherwise they must conform in style and 
measurements to the restrictive provisions for blouses laid down 
in the Making of Civilian Clothing (Restrictions) (No. 6) Order, 
1942 (see the ‘* Board of Trade Journal” of 2 May 1942, page 
231). 


INDUSTRIAL OVERALLS 


On and after 31 October 1942, under the Making of Civilian 
Clothing (Restrictions) (No. 15) Order, 1942 (see the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 24 October 1942, page 475), industrial 
overalls may be made only in accordance with the War Emer- 
gency British Standards Specifications B.S./BOT.4. 

The Board of Trade have now issued Directions specifying the 
cloths from which each type of overall may be made and also 
the maximum prices chargeable on sales by manufacturers to 
wholesalers. These maxima may be increased by 12} per cent. 


‘The percentage increases in prices permitted to wholesalers or 
retailers on sales to retail customers are those laid down in the 
Utility Apparel (Maximum Prices and Charges) (No. 5) Order, 
1942 (see the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 1 August 1942, 
page 356). 

The new directions, the Cloth (Making-up and Use) (No. 10) 
Directions, 1942 (S. R. & O. 1942 No. 2245, price 2d.), contain 
special provision for the production of the special types of overall 
listed in the schedule to the Restrictions (No. 15) Order, mentioned 
above. 

In addition, a General Licence, 8S. R. & O. 1942 No. 2246, 
price ld., has been issued to permit the completion before 1 De- 
cember 1942 of any industrial overall which was cut before 
1 November 1942, otherwise than in accordance with B.S8./ 
BOT.4. 


RUBBER SUBSTITUTES 


Owing to the increasing use of rubber substitutes, H.M. 
Customs and Excise have, from 1 November 1942, given effect 
to the following changes in the Import and Export List :— 


Class III Group T 
Page 109. After the existing heading ‘ Sheets, sheeting 
and cloth proofed with rubber, including insertion sheet,” 
insert 
Sheets, sheeting and cloth proofed with rubber 
substitutes ... sq. yd. 
Page 110. In place of the present heading “* Rubber manu- 
factures, not elsewhere specified,”’ insert 
Manufactures not elsewhere specified— 
Of rubber... i Beis _ .-» Value. 
Of rubber substitutes — ree -. Value. 


Importers, Exporters, and their agents, are asked to describe} 
their imports, or exports according to this classification, both 
when making an application for an Import or Export licence 
(where required) and when declaring the goods to the Collector 
of Customs and Excise. 

In regard to applications for export licences for manufacture’ B 
of rnbber substitutes, full particulars of the nature of the rubber 
substitute should be given. 
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